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Jikigyo Miroku

Hiruku (real name: (to Ihei) was born in (se and moved to Edo when he was 13
years old. He started the practice of Fuji-ko when he was 17 and was given the
practitioner name, Jikigyo. Jikigyo means the practice of fasting, and it is said
that he climbed Mt. Fuji during three days of fasting. He climbed to the summit 45
times and traveled the Ochudo route three times. The Ochudo route was a route around
the mountain at approximately the elevation of the 5th Station.

Once, while meditating, he heard a voice from somewhere saying "Jikigyo Miroku".
From that time, he added Miroku to his practitioner name. Mi(8) means a person s
calling in life, and Roku(3%) means happiness bestowed from above. He believed that
the human body was borrowed from above and should be returned after death. and, that
we would be saved only by working our hardest in our acquired profession to become
unified with heaven. He believed that the most important thing was to work hard, and
that there are no differences between gender or class distinctions. The idea was very
revolutionary because, at that time, women were barred from Mt. Fuji and there was a
strict class system.

The sound Miroku reminds us of Miroku Bosatsu (Maitreya: a future Buddha of
complete enlightenment). Jikigyo seemed to think of the Buddha and used the homonym
because he wanted to enlighten all people.
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The Final Resting Place of Miroku

hrhe final and greatest ascetic training Miroku practiced was his
death by fasting. His purpose was to enlighten all people by way of
fasting. Woro of Miroku' s death by fasting reached Edo in a flash
and created a boom of Fuji-ko around the capital. [t was then that
Miroku started to be called Chuko-Ganso (rejuvenating origin) and
this hut was named Ganso-muro. The location of his fasting is
beneath the big rock (Eboshi) on the upper right side of the hut. A
shrine of a lasting Fuji religion (Shinto Fusokyo) to enshrine
Miroku is at this place.



